good." Up to this time he remained firm in his opinions about the Gospel of St. John, for we chanced to converse upon that subject.
On the 2nd of December he dined with us, and talked much of Palestine, one of his topics being the great prosperity of Syria just before the Mahommedan Conquest. Christianity, he said, was really victorious under the Syrian Emperors. Most of the Syrians who then flooded Europe were Christians. Other subjects were Prince Napoleon, of whom he had seen a good deal since his return to Europe, and who had, he thought, infiniment d'esprit, as well as knowledge and power of thought. A day or two later he was again with us, in company with Maury, mentioned above. I forget which of the two it was, but I think Renan, who said that Eugene Burnouf had understood a verse of the Lithuanian Bible simply through his knowledge of Sanscrit. It was somewhere about this time that an English writer provoked the delighted laughter of Lord Strangford, by talking of " that mushroom nation, the Lithuanians ! "